Coast Guard, DHS

§26.30-5 Use.

(a) Approved buoyant work vests are
considered to be items of safety ap-
parel and may be carried aboard vessels
to be worn by crew members when
working near or over the water under
favorable working conditions.

(b) When carried, approved buoyant
work vests shall not be accepted in lieu
of any portion of the required number
of approved lifesaving appliances re-
quired by §25.25-10 of this subchapter.

§26.30-10 Stowage.

(a) The approved buoyant work vests
shall be stowed separately from the
regular stowage of required lifesaving
equipment.
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Subpart A—General Provisions for
Fire-Protection Measures and
Fire-Suppression  Equipment
on Towing Vessels

§27.100 What towing vessels does this
part affect?

(a) You must comply with this part if
your towing vessel operates on the nav-
igable waters of the United States, un-
less your vessel is one exempt under
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) This part does not apply to you if
your towing vessel is—

(1) Used solely for any of the fol-
lowing services or any combination of
these services—

(i) Within a limited geographic area,
such as a fleeting-area for barges or a
commercial facility, and used for re-
stricted service, such as making up or
breaking up larger tows;

(i) For harbor-assist;

(iii) For assistance towing as defined
by 46 CFR 10.103;

(iv) For response to emergency or
pollution;

(2) A public vessel that is both
owned, or demise chartered, and oper-
ated by the United States Government
or by a government of a foreign coun-
try; and that is not engaged in com-
mercial service;

(3) A foreign vessel engaged in inno-
cent passage; or

(4) Exempted by the Captain of the
Port (COTP).

(c) If you think your towing vessel
should be exempt from these require-
ments for a specified route, you should
submit a written request to the appro-
priate COTP. The COTP will provide
you with a written response granting
or denying your request. The COTP
will consider the extent to which un-
safe conditions would result if your
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